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along Christianity in its conquest over the minds of men until
it became the dominant religion of the Eornan world.

" Having sought to show, in this preliminary sketch, that a
belief in miracles is not entailed on us by the fact of the early
growth of Christianity, the author enters on the inquiry
whether the claims of the Evangelical writers on our credence
are such as to sustain the miraculous part of their narratives.
The answer is in the negative. He discusses, first, the date
and credibility of each Gospel, and concludes that while
Matthew has many marvellous stories, incongruous in them-
selves, and not only unsupported but contradicted by the other
Evangelists, he nevertheless presents the most comprehensible
account of the career of Jesus; that in Mark, evidently more
remote in time and circumstances, both from his events and
from Jewish modes of thought, the idea conveyed of Jesus is
much vaguer and less explicable; that in Luke there is a still
further modification of his character, which has acquired a
tinge of asceticism ; while in John the style of his teaching is
wholly changed, and instead of the graphic parable and the
pithy apothegm, he titters long mystical discourses in the
style of the first epistle bearing the name of the same Evan-
gelist. Mr. Hennell, however, adheres to the conclusion that
the substance of this Gospel came from the apostle John at an
advanced age, when both the events of his early manhood and
the scenes of his native land lay in the far distance* The
writer then enters on a special examination of the Resurrec-
tion and Ascension, and the other miracles in the Gospels and
the Acts, and inquires how far they are sustained by the
Apostolic Epistles. He examines the prophecies of the Old
Testament supposed to have been fulfilled in Jesus, and also
the predictions of Jesus himself concerning his death and
resurrection; and finally, lie considers the character, views,
and doctrine of Christ, According to him, an impartial study
of the conduct and sayings of Jesus, as exhibited in the Gos-
pels, produces the conviction that he was an enthusiast and a
revolutionist, 010 less than a reformer and amoral and religious
teacher. Passages are adduced from the Old Testament, and
from the Apocryphal and Rabbinical writings, to show that
there is scarcely anything absolutely original in the teaching
of Jesus; but, in the opinion of the author, lie manifests a
freedom and individuality in the use of his materials, and
a general superiority of tone and selection, whioh, united with
the devotion of his life to what ho held the hignest purpose,
mark him to be of an order of minds occurring but at rare
intervals in the history of our race.. I do not
